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Distinguished Engineer Recommends N° Fats, No Soap, 
Metropolitan Water For West Basin Warnin* I8sued

After a four-months study ol 
a cur? for the critical West 
Basin water shortage, Harold 
Conkllng, one of the West's 
moat distinguished hydraulic en­ 
gineers, recommends that the 
area take steps to form a water 
district and become a member 
of the Metropolitan system. Tor- 
ranee Is the only city of the 
basin now a member of the 

i M._V/. D.
This report, based on a com­ 

parative study of .the many fac 
tors pertaining to the water 
needs of the West Basin, Is the 
first of Its kind and has been 
awaited with much Interest.

Conkllng was retained by the 
West Basin Water Association, 
Ben Haggott, president, to make 
the survey.

For more than 30 years Conk­ 
llng has been identified with 
State and Federal water studies. 
During thaht time, while with 
the United States Reclamation 
Bureau, he conducted surveys In 
eight western states which aided

projects, among them the Colo­ 
rado River compact of 1922.

He was also retained by the 
government of Peru, while on 
leave from the State Division

kof Water Resources, to recdm-.
"mend a solution to the water, 

problems, of the South Ameri­ 
can country, "    

Conkllng's findings for the 
West Basin coincide with his 
scheduled appearance before In- 
glewood's Water Committee of

URGES M.W.D. WATER ...
Harold Conlcling, whose water 
study of West Basin is made 
available to public.

tend a surface system to them 
would be uneconomical.

2. It Is assumed that all pres 
em extraction of natural .re 
charge from West Basin except 
10,000 acre feet will be enjoined 
by the court until water-table 
rises to a safe level. After that, 
extraction of natural recharge 
could Increase to the limit ol 
safety. This means that the ex­ 
traction of 53,000 acre feet In 
West Basin District and 10,000 
acre feet In Torrance and Los

76 members meeting at the In- Angeles would be enjoined at
lttniSigS5«^^  '-'"
evening. Thb committee has

the needs In the West Basin.
In his extensive report, which 

Is on fjle at the Redondo Beach 
offlees of the West Basin Water 
Association and which Is avail­ 
able to the public, Conkllng 
does not dismiss the possibili­ 
ties of sewage purification as a 
means to an adequate s\ipple-

"But," says the report, "lt.;ts 
believed, that the barriers to ob­ 

taining a right In the (Los A«- 
ge discharge are, al 

Intangible, very real and 
would deter consummation for 
an Indefinite period."

He adds significantly, "W 
' Basin necessities are Immedi­ 

ate."  
In Its 1945 study of the pos­ 

sible sources ofadded water sup­ 
ply the Ways' and Means Com­ 
mittee of the West Basin Ground- 
W&ter Conservation Group' had 
cited seven possible ways, of 
bringing supplemental water sup­ 
plies Into this area. Engineer 
Conkllng quickly dismisses all 
but two of these.

Thus, In his judgment, the 
means to a cure narrow Itself 
to the comparative merits of 
the Metropolitan system and the 
reclamation of sewage waters.

Pursuing this comparison 
through Its various phases of 
cost, availability, time, etc., En­ 

gineer Conkllng concludes that 
/Metropolitan water Is.the logical 

choice because It may be. had 
comparatively quickly and 
through legal steps already 
known and established, while the 
acquiring of sewage as a perm­ 
anent "right," even If possible,

blguity.
Some interesting points *m- 

phaslzed In the Conkllng report 
are:

1. It is assumed that within 
West Basin District only, ex­ 
traction -of 10,000 acre feet per 
annum would be necessary to 
maintain pumps and wells, to 
supply peak loads in excess of 
the capacity of surface distribu­ 
tion system, and to provide for 
entitles so Isolated that' to ox-

*^ST
3. Chemical qualities of the 

two waters I Metropolitan and 
purified sewage) would be fairly 
comparable but the sewage wa­ 
ter would be more suitable for 
use in Industry 'than the Colo­ 
rado River water and'the latter 
more suitable than sewage wa­ 
ter for domestic use, because 
softer. Both would bfe free from 
toxic chemicals.

4. In the estimate of cost of 
the importation of Colorado 
River'Water the cost of laterals 
to strategic points has 
eluded, but whether Ui 
be borne by Metropolitan Water

a matter for later decision.
5. The entire cost of the pro­ 

ject for importing 53,000 acre 
feet of Colorado River water 
would be $35.32 per acre foot

cludes operation, taxes, .interest 
and direct payments for the 
rater Imported. 

6. The back taxes which would

District would be $5,850,000. The

By County Agent
Soap I* made from refined 

fats. No fat no soap!'.
The United States Depart- 

roent of Agriculture states 
that over half of an estimated 
fiOO million pounds of salvaged 
fat go down the kitchen drain 
every year. The same report 
shows that only 60 percent of 
the women of the nation are 
salvaging kitchen fats, but 
that 99 percent know the need 
exists.

Save the kitchen fats, says 
Mrs.~ Margaret Todt, home 
demonstration agent In Los 
Angeles County. If everybody 
helps, there will be enough 
soup to go around next year. 
She adds that keeping fats 
out of cesspools and septic 
tanks will prolong their life.

Collection Of 
Used Fats Drops, 
Government Says

Collections of used kitchen 
'ats in Los Angeles County for 
he month of July were lower 
han In June. Los Angeles Coun­ 

ty collections reflected the down-

month, according to A. G. Hem­ 
ming, chairman of the USDA 
.ion Association in Los Angeles. 

Angeles County collections,1 *•

the West Basin would be $5,500,- 
000. , If the back taxes were 
used by the Metropolitan Dls- 
xlct to pay for the necessary 
construction work, If (lt also op­ 
erated the system in the West 
Basin District, and if the latter 
district made a direct charge of 
SIS per acre foot, a tax rate of 
13 cents would pay for remain-
ng anual cost. 

The tax rate if a sewage
reclamation system were used, 

rlth .no cost for the "right" in 
the sewage, based on 194546 
valuation would be 45 cents per 
$100 with $13,000,000 the cost 
of building the system.

TRAINED LEADERSHIP
A non-sectarian group, work 

organization for boys 7 to 21 
years of age, the Boys' Club of 
Sirh P,edrq provides recreational 
and educational activities, in­ 
cluding handicraft and summer 
camping to, boys of all races 
under trained .leadership. This 
is a Community Chest project.

W. J. IIARRISOIV, M.ll.
Physician And Surgeon

OFFICE NOW OPEN 
FOR BUSINESS

for the General Practice of Medicine.and
Surgery after serving 3'/2 years in the

United States Army Medical Corps.

2085 Torrance Blvd., 
Torrance, California

OffiM T.l.phon»» 1417 ind 1488

Residence I6IO Beech Avenue, Toirancc 
Residence Telephone 1027

against 504,994 pounds for July 
of last year. In June, 1946, 
here were 430,350 ^unds col- 
ected in the. county. National 
Elections for July totaled 
>,225,000 pounds as against 
lightly over 11,000,000 pounds 
or June and 10,000,000 for July 
if last year.
Hemming added that with the 4 

mited retail meat supplies in'
late June and early July the'] 

mount salvaged In Los Angeles
County for the month Indicates 

Hnued interest on the' part 
f housewives In turning In used 
ats for collections to be as high

as they were.
Hemming pointed out that 

here has been no improvement 
supplies pf fats and oils, and 
remains as important now as 

ver before for housewives to 
ive and turn in every drop of 

sed fats. He added that where 
here 1s fat there Is soap, and 
nless American- women con- 
nue to salvage fat at the pres- 
nt rate or-better, soap supplies 
'111 get even shorter than theyare now. ' '" 

Torrance housewives turned in
862 pounds for the . month of!
July, as compared with 1232 for'
Jbne. For the month of July a
year ago, Torrance housewives
turned In 1147 pounds. 

Lomlta housewives turned In
772 pounds In July, 1946; 1000
pounds In June and 1106 in July,
1945. Harbor City's figures are
16, 26 and 217.

Apply For Old 
Age Security 
At 65 Years

If you're planning on -using 
your Social Security benefits 
when you retire, look 'out! You 
should apply for them just as 
soon as you're 60 years of age.

That warning was issued by 
the Long Beach office of the 
Social Security Board. Some 12 
percent of all- beneficiaries lost 1 
part of the benefits coming to 
them under the Social Security j 
Act because they have failed to 
file their claims promptly.

James Q. Bretherton, manager 
of the Long Beach Field office 
of the Social Security Adminis­ 
tration, said this was revealed 
In a nation-wide survey recently.,

"Any loss of benefits could be 
completely eliminated if all 
wage earners covered by the 
law, 65 or over, will contact a 
Social Security Administration 
for the purpose of freezing their 
benefits whether or not they 
plan on retiring Immediately," 
Bretherton said.

The Long Beach Field office 
is located at 423 Jergins Trust 
building. Representatives of the 
Social Security Administration. 
are available for consultation In' 
the U. S. Employment Service 
offices on the Indicated days In 
the following cities:

San Pedro, 862 W. 7th St., 
Tuesdays after 1:30 p.m.

Torrance, 1628 Cravens, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at-' 
ter 1:30 p.m.

Here they are wonderf at Judy Bonds? 

Well fabric-ated blouses that fit 

without a fault. 

Marvel at the dressmaker details

in lattice, loops and tucks.> /

Dreain over this delicious collection 

in white, pink, aqua, maize and black. 

Come early limited quantities.

2.70
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